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KateuBuvoelc yia tnv EBehovikn Mwotomoinon «KAwotikwe E€umva MNpoidvta AvaBaduidwv»

1. Executive Summary

The certification process is not necessary for the commercial exploitation of the products. However,
in the case of the LIFE TERRACESCAPE project, considering its nature and objectives, the Working
Group of this Plan strongly recommends the initiation of a certification process by means of the "self-
characterization" method.

It is well known that certification schemes for agricultural and food products ensure compliance with
a set of procedures and specifications that confer certain characteristics or properties to the final
product. These systems can be implemented at the inter-processing level, where the processing
undertaking is the intended final recipient of the information, or at the consumer level.

Currently on the market, in addition to the well-known certification schemes using third party
attestations, there are others that operate without the intervention of an external organisation. This
creates a voluntary certification system. Its implementation requires compliance with a series of
criteria that will give the final product the desired properties. Voluntary certification standards usually
relate to simpler claims.

The case of LIFE TERRACESCAPE

In the case of TERRACESCAPE, the objective of the Working Group is to create a voluntary certification
standard that will serve the purposes of the project. The "Terrace Climate-smart product" protocol
consists of a set of criteria and procedures that are characterized as "climate smart", environmentally
friendly, biodiversity and landscape friendly.

The "Terrace Climate-smart product" protocol is about cultivating on terraces in a way that respects
the structural parts of the landscape. The plant material comes from local varieties that will be
cultivated in ways that enhance the productivity of the fields. At the same time, the guidelines for soil
treatment suggest the most gentle treatment possible. All these guidelines can be described as
“climate-smart” as they combine to prevent the destruction of soil structure, enhance soil quality and
thus its ability to retain soil moisture. This is important in an environment where rainfall is decreasing.

In addition, there are criteria relating to the reduction of inputs (pesticides and fertilisers) and the
maintenance and/or creation of places with perennial plants within the fields. These criteria are aimed
at increasing the diversity and number of native species, invertebrates, insect-feeding birds and
maintaining the structure and diversity of the landscape.





